
Reading 
Comprehension



Level J Reader 
 

 
www.k5learning.com © K5 Learning 2019 5 

Ernest whines, cries and pulls on the 

OHDVK��+H·V�WRR�VFDUHG�WR�

ride the elevator.  

Most of the time, Liam and Ernest 

take the stairs. Not today! Today, Liam 

decides to help Ernest conquer his fear.  

First, Liam tries to lure Ernest into the 

elevator with his favorite dog toy. He 

WDNHV�(UQHVW·V�VWXIIHG�PRQNH\�RXW�RI�KLV�

doggie bed and puts it on the elevator floor.  

´&RPH�RQ��(UQHVW�µ�KH�H[FODLPV��KROGLQJ�WKH�HOHYDWRU�

GRRU�RSHQ��´&RPH�JHW�\RXU�WR\�µ  

Ernest looks at the stuffed monkey. He looks at the 

elevator. Then he lies down and makes a soft whining 

QRLVH��+H�ZRQ·W�JHW�LQ�WKH�HOHYDWRU��  

Liam has another idea. He finds some salami in the 

fridge and puts it on the floor of the elevator.  

´&RPH�JHW�WKH�VDODPL��(UQHVW�µ�KH�VD\V��  
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Ernest looks at the salami. He looks at the elevator. 

He inches a little bit forward, then stops.  Ernest stil l 

ZRQ·W�JHW�LQ�WKH�HOHYDWRU . 

Liam is about to give up. Will nothing help Ernest 

overcome his fear?  

Then, Liam has another idea. He takes off one of his 

shoes and tosses it inside the elevator. 

´(UQHVW��JR�JHW�WKH�VKRH�µ�%HIRUH�/LDP�FDQ�HYHQ�

finish his sentence, Ernest jumps inside the elevator.  

He starts chewing on /LDP·V�VKRH� 

They get to the bottom floor. ´<RX�DUH�VR�EUDYH��

(UQHVW�µ�/LDP�VD\V��(UQHVW�ZRQ·W�OHW�JR�RI�WKH�VKRH��

EXW�/LDP�GRHVQ·W�PLQG��+H�WDNHV�(UQHVW�IRU�D�ZDON�LQ�

one shoe and one sock.  
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Ernest and the Elevator  (exercises) 

1. True (T) or False (F)? Circle the correct answer . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  Circle the correct answer.  

 
 Ernest looks at the stuffed monkey. He looks at 

the elevator. Then he lies down and ( barks / 
makes a soft whining noise ). 

 

 (UQHVW�ZRQ·W�OHW�JR�RI�WKH�( stuffed monkey / shoe ), 

EXW�/LDP�GRHVQ·W�PLQG�  
 

 Other than the fact that he loves  

( hiding / chewing ) /LDP·V�VKRHV��(UQHVW�LV�YHU\�
well-behaved.  

. 

 

(UQHVW·V�IDYRULte thing to 

chew is salami. 

 T F 

Liam takes Ernest for a walk 

every day. 

 T F 

(UQHVW·V�IDYRULWH�GRJ�WR\�LV�D�
stuffed giraffe. 

 T F 
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3. Write 1, 2, 3 and 4 to put the events of the story in 

the correct order. 

_______   Liam tries to lure Ernest into the elevator 

with salami. 

_______ Liam tries to lure Ernest into the elevator 

with a stuffed monkey. 

_______ Liam takes Ernest for a walk wearing only 

one shoe. 

_______ Liam lures Ernest into the elevator with 

one of his shoes. 
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Please Wait 

Today was the first day of school, and my friend Jody 

had a new haircut. It looked so cool.   

When I got home, I asked my mom for a haircut, and 

I told her exactly how I wanted it. I asked her, very 

politely, ´&RXOG�\RX�SOHDVH�GR�LW�WRGD\"µ   

Sadly, she was busy. She told me that it takes a long 

WLPH�WR�FXW�KDLU��´)LUVW��\RX�KDYH�WR�WDNH�D�EDWK�VR�

that your hair is wet. Then, you have to brush it out 

UHDOO\�ZHOO�µ�VKH�VDLG��0\�IDFH�GURSSHG�DV�P\�PRP�

FRQWLQXHG��´)LQDOO\��ZKHQ�

you cut, you have to use 

special scissors, and cut 

very gently so that 

everything is even«µ�Her 

voice trailed off.  

combed special haircut 

patient scissors mirror 
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´<RX�QHHG�WR�EH�YHU\�FDUHIul and get it just right. If 

\RX�PDNH�D�PLVWDNH��\RX�FDQ·W�JOXH�WKH�KDLU�EDFN�

RQ�µ�VKH�VDLG��ODXJKLQJ��,�GLGQ·W�WKLQN�LW�ZDV�YHU\�

funny. 

´0D\EH�,�FDQ�FXW�LW�IRU�\RX�RQ�WKH�ZHHNHQG�µ�VKH�

told me.  

I went back to my room and looked at my hair in the 

mirror. It was way WRR�ORQJ��DQG�,�GLGQ·W�ZDQW�WR�JR�

back to school looking like this.  

I thought about what Mom had told 

me. She said to take a bath first, but I 

already took one this morning. Then 

she said to brush my hair, so I gave it 

a quick brush. Mom had said to use 

special scissors. I got my school 

scissors out of my desk. If they could 

cut paper, they could cut hair! 
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,�ORRNHG�LQ�WKH�PLUURU�DJDLQ�DQG�SDXVHG��0RP·V�

FRPPHQW�WKDW�´\RX�FDQ·W�JOXH�LW�EDFN�RQ�DJDLQµ�

made me worry a little. I decided to cut off just a 

little hair.   

Snip. Snip. Snip. I watched some hair float to the 

floor. I looked in the mirror, and one side was shorter 

than the other. 

Snip. Snip. Snip. I looked again, but now the other 

side was shorter! 

Snip. Snip. Snip . It was stil l wrong. 

Snip. Snip. Snip. I kept trying to fix things, 

but the more I cut, the more lopsided 

and crooked my hair became. I 

started to cry. 

Mom walked in. She looked at my new 

KDLUFXW��6KH�VKRRN�KHU�KHDG�DQG�GLGQ·W�

VD\�DQ\WKLQJ��,�GRQ·W�OLNH� it when she 

GRHVQ·W�VD\ anything.  
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´$UH�\RX�PDG�EHFDXVH�LW
V�XJO\"µ�,�DVNHG��  

´1R��,·P�disappointed because you were not patient. 

,�DP�GLVDSSRLQWHG�WKDW�\RX�GLG�QRW�ZDLW�IRU�PH�µ�VKH�

replied. 

I went into the bathroom and took a bath. My mom 

brushed my hair out, then clipped gently with her 

VSHFLDO�VFLVVRUV��,W�ZDVQ·W�SHUIHFW��EXW�LW�ZDV�PXFK�

better. My mom smiled as she combed my hair one 

last time.  

´$OO�JRRG�WKLQJV�FRPH�WR�WKRVH�

ZKR�ZDLW�µ�VKH�VDLG�  
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Please Wait  (exercises) 

1. Choose the correct answer. 

 Why did the girl want to cut her hair? 

a. She was bored with her hair. 

b. Her best friend got a new haircut that she 

liked. 

c. 6KH�GLGQ·W�ZDQW�KDLU�DQ\PRUH�  
d. She wanted to annoy her mom. 

:K\�GLG�WKH�JLUO·V�PRP�DVN�KHU�WR�ZDLW"  

a. She did not want to cut her dauJKWHU·V�KDLU� 
b. She was not in the mood. 

c. She was busy. 

d. She wanted her daughter to cut her own 

hair. 

 What lesson did the girl learn at the end of the 

story? 

a. Do not steal. 

b. Be kind to others. 

c. Be respectful toward your parents.  

d. Be patient. 
  



Level J Reader 
 

 
www.k5learning.com © K5 Learning 2019 64 

2. Circle the correct choice in the sentences below.  

 The girl wanted to make her hair  

( longer / shorter ). 

 +HU�EHVW�IULHQG·V�KDLU�ZDV�( cool / awful ). 

 The result was ( amazing / terrible ) when the girl 

cut her own hair. 

 Mom was ( angry / disappointed ) that her 

daughter cut her own hair.  

3. Fill in the blanks with the steps for a good haircut . 

 Take a _______________, so that your _______________ 

is _______________. 

 _______________ your _______________ really well. 

 _______________ hair _______________ with 

_______________ scissors. 

 Did the girl follow these steps when she cut her 

own hair? 

_______________. 
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Second-Grade Substitute 

Josh waved to his mom, sat 

down, sighed, and looked out 

the window. He checked his 

watch. He would be at school 

in about ten minutes. His 

stomach was full of butterflies.  

The bus stopped, and five more 

students got on. Maddox sat down next him and 

gave him a nervous look and a half-smile.  

´Are you ready?µ he asked him. 

Josh shrugged his shoulders. Their teacher, Mrs. 

Whitman, was gone for the day, and they were 

having a substitute.  

substitute sighed scary 

muscles tattoo scars 
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1RUPDOO\��WKH\�ZRXOGQ·t mind this, but their teacher 

had told them that Mr. Stafford would be fil l ing in for 

her. The boys had never had Mr. Stafford before, but 

the older kids had told them all about him.  

Brendan said Mr. Stafford had tattoos all over and 

the biggest muscles he had ever seen!  Max said that 

he had piercing blue eyes, a thick dark beard, big 

teeth and a huge scar on his face. They both said 

that Mr. Stafford was the biggest, meanest and 

scariest teacher they had ever had! 

The bus came to a stop and Josh looked up. They 

had arrived at the school. He took a deep breath 

and walked off the bus.  
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Josh and Maddox headed up 

the second-grade hallway. They 

were walking a little more slowly 

than normal. Josh noticed that 

0UV��:KLWPDQ�ZDVQ·t standing at 

the classroom door like she 

usually was. He sighed again, 

put his head down and walked 

into the classroom. 

He looked around the room for their substitute 

teacher. He didn·t see the big, scary man anywhere.  

3X]]OHG��KH�VDLG�WR�0DGGR[��´,�GRQ·W�VHH�KLP��'R�

\RX"µ 

0DGGR[�SRLQWHG��DQG�-RVK·s eyes followed the 

direction of his finger. He spotted their substitute in 

the reading area with several students.  

Maddox and Josh instantly felt better and smiled. Mr. 

6WDIIRUG�GLGQ·W�KDYH�KXJH�PXVFOHV�RU�VFDUV��+H�GLGQ·W�

have tattoos all over him, and his eyes and teeth 

were QRUPDO��+H�GLGQ·W�ORRN�VFDU\�DW�DOO�  
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He was an older man, wearing grey pants, a plaid 

shirt, a dark green cardigan sweater and glasses. He 

had a warm smile and gentle laugh.  

The kids all began to clap as he finished reading a 

VWRU\��´Second grade, I hope you enjoyed that book. 

Are you ready to start our day togetKHU"�,·P�ORRNLQJ�

IRUZDUG�WR�LW�µ he told them. 

Josh smiled. Suddenly, he was really looking forward 

to it too. 
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Second-Grade Substitute (exercises) 

1. Choose the correct answers. 

 How is Josh feeling at the beginning of the story? 

a. angry 

b. nervous 

c. excited 

d. brave 

What is another word for piercing in the story? 

a. pointy 

b. intense 

c. sad 

d. large 

What does the teacher wear? 

a. a red necktie 

b. black boots 

c. a leather jacket 

d. a green cardigan 
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2. Put the events in the correct order. 

_______   Josh and Maddox ride the bus. 

_______   The teacher reads a story. 

_______   Mrs. Whitman tells the students about a 

substitute. 

_______   Josh and Maddox look around the 

classroom. 

 

3. What made Josh change his mind about the day 

ahead? 

 ______________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________ 
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The Snowman Problem 

Kyle and Emma were playing in the snow. It was the 

kind of snow that was perfect for making snowballs. 

They talked about building a fort or having a 

snowball fight.  

´+RZ�DERXW�ZH�PDNH�D�

VQRZPDQ"µ�.\OH�DVNHG�

(PPD��´/HW·V�PDNH�WKH�

ELJJHVW�VQRZPDQ�HYHU�µ  

´*UHDW�LGHD�µ�(PPD�

said.  

The two children started working on their snowman. 

They each started with a small pile of snow that they 

rolled into a ball. Next, they rolled their snowballs on 

the ground, making them bigger and bigger.  

ground snowman disappointed 
lying rolling determined 
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´'R�\RX�WKLQN�P\�VQRZEDOO�Ls big 

HQRXJK"µ�(PPD�DVNHG� 

´1RW�\HW�µ�.\OH�UHSOLHG��´.HHS�UROOLQJ�µ  

Emma and Kyle kept rolling their 

snowballs through the snow. Soon, the 

snowballs were so heavy that 

they could barely push them. 

They decided to start making 

a smaller snowball to use for 

WKH�VQRZPDQ·V�KHDG��  

Once the last snowball was ready, it was time to put 

the snowman together.  

´+HOS�PH�OLIW�WKLV�ELJ�VQRZEDOO�RQ�WRS�RI�WKH�RWKHU�

RQH�µ�(PPD�VDLG�WR�.\OH�  

The children stood on each side of the huge snowball 

and tried as hard as they could to lift it. It was way 

too heavy for them to pick up!  They could not even 

lift it one inch off the ground. 
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´1RZ�ZKDW"µ�(PPD�VLJKHG��´6KRXOG�ZH�VWDUW�DJDLQ�

DQG�MXVW�PDNH�D�VPDOO�VQRZPDQ"µ�  

Kyle and Emma stared at the three balls of snow on 

the ground. They felt disappointed, but Kyle was 

determined to build a big 

snowman. 

´,�KDYH�DQ�LGHD�µ�.\OH�

UHSOLHG��´+HOS�PH�SXVK�

WKLV�VQRZEDOO�µ 

Emma and Kyle pushed one of the big snowballs so it 

was right beside the other one. Next, Kyle rolled the 

smallest snowball over and added it to the line of 

snowballs. 

´:KDW�DUH�\RX�GRLQJ"µ�(PPD�DVNHG��´:K\�GR�\RX�

KDYH�DOO�WKH�VQRZEDOOV�LQ�D�URZ"µ  

´,·P�PDNLQJ�D�VQRZPDQ�µ�.\OH�VPLOHG��´%XW�KH·V�O\LQJ�

GRZQ�µ 



Level K Reader 
 

 
www.k5learning.com © K5 Learning 2020 7 

(PPD�ODXJKHG��´,�NQRZ�WKH�SHUIHFW�WKLQJV�WR�DGG�WR�

RXU�VQRZPDQ�µ 

She ran into the house. A few minutes later, she 

came out with sunglasses, a big, floppy hat, and a 

glass of lemonade.  

´+H·V�O\LQJ�RQ�WKH�EHDFK�µ�VKH�H[FODLPHG��DV�VKH�

carefully put the hat and sunglasses in place on the 

smallest snowball. 

Kyle laughed and DVNHG�KLV�VLVWHU��´6KRXOG�ZH�SXW�

VRPH�VXQVFUHHQ�RQ�KLP�VR�KH�GRHVQ·W�JHW�

VXQEXUQHG"µ 
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The Snowman Problem  (exercises) 

1. Write 1, 2, 3 and 4 to put the events from the story 

in order. 

_______   .\OH�DQG�(PPD�FRXOGQ·W�OLIW�WKH�ELJ�

snowball. 

_______   Emma put a hat and sunglasses on the 

snowman. 

_______   Kyle and Emma made a small snowball 

WR�XVH�IRU�WKH�VQRZPDQ·V�KHDG�  

_______   Emma ran into the house. 

 
2. Multiple Choice. 

 Kyle and Emma wanted to make the _____________ 

snowman ever. 

a. smallest 

b. smelliest 

c. biggest 
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Where did Emma pretend the snowman was 

lying? 

a. in the bathtub 

b. on the beach 

c. on the couch 

Where did Kyle put the three snowballs? 

a. in the freezer 

b. on top of each other 

c. in a row 

 

3. What would happen to a snowman at the beach 

in summer? Answer in a full sentence. 

____________________________________________________    

____________________________________________________    

____________________________________________________    
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The Night Artist 

Macy tiptoed through the cabin, as quiet as a 

mouse. She did not want to wake anyone up. She 

silently got dressed, picked up her sketch pad and 

slipped outside.   

It was cooler than she expected.  And quieter.  And 

darker.  It was hard to see even the trees, which just 

looked like shadows in front of the cabin. Macy crept 

along the porch to the bench and sat down quietly.  

  

perfectly sketch quiet 
beautiful night deer 
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Everything seemed a bit spooky, and Macy felt a 

O LWWOH�QHUYRXV���6KH�ZDVQ·W�XVHG�WR�EHLQJ�RXWVLGH�DW�

night, alone in the dark.  Macy thought about going 

back inside, but she decided not to.  Her dad had 

told her that many wild animals only come out at 

night, and she wanted to see them. She wanted to 

see the animals and sketch them. 

Macy waited in the quiet of the night. She could hear 

the wind softly rustling the leaves in the trees. An owl 

hooted in the distance. After a while, she could see 

better.  Up in the sky, the full Moon 

shone down on her, and she could 

see thousands of stars.  The owl 

hooted again.  Macy liked the owl 

sound, and she started to relax 

more.  She started to sketch the 

Moon. 

After a little while, Macy heard a rustling in the 

bushes. She could feel the excitement ris ing in her, as 

well as a little fear. She reminded herself to be calm 

and not run if it was a bear. 
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,W�ZDVQ·W�D�EHDU��$�EHDXWLIXO�GRH�VWHSSHG�RXW�RI�

shadows and into the light of the full Moon. The doe 

was only about 20 feet away.  Macy gasped. She 

had never been this close to a wild animal before.  

´<RX·UH�VR�EHDXWLIXO�µ�VKH�ZKLVSHUHG��  

The deer spun its head around and stared at Macy.  

The deer stood perfectly still. Macy sat perfectly stil l.  

The deer stared at Macy. Macy stared at the deer.  

Finally, the deer decided that 

Macy was not dangerous and 

started to eat the grass. 

Macy very carefully and slowly 

picked up her pad and started 

to sketch the deer. She drew 

WKH�GHHU·V�ORQJ�QHFN�DQG�OHJV���

She drew the spots on the 

GRH·V�WDQ�DQG�ZKLWH�IXU��6KH�

GUHZ�WKH�GHHU·V�GDUN�H\HV�DQG�

big ears.   
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A couple of times, the deer looked up at Macy. Each 

time, Macy stopped drawing and sat perfectly stil l. 

She did not want to scare the deer away. After a few 

seconds, the deer always went back to eating grass.  

Just as Macy was finishing her sketch, the doe silently 

slipped away into the bushes. 

Macy picked up her pad and went back inside the 

cabin. Everyone else was still sleeping. Macy knew 

she should go to sleep, but she was too excited.  She 

looked at her sketch. She felt very special. She had 

truly connected with nature. 
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The Night Artist  (exercises) 

1. Vocabulary 

To feel nervous is to feel: 

a. very happy 

b. really hungry 

c. a little scared 

A doe is: 

a. a plant-eating dinosaur 

b. an angry bear 

c. a female deer 

To sketch means: 

a. to draw 

b. to dig 

c. to destroy 
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2. Answer the questions. 

a. Did the full Moon help Macy draw? How? 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

b.  Why do you think the deer stared at Macy? 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

3. Draw the doe and label her neck, legs, body, 

spots, eyes, ears and tail . 
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Mikey Mails It 

´0LNH\��,�KDYH�VRPH�OHWWHUV�IRU�\RX�WR�

PDLO�µ�0RP�FDOOHG� 

´&RPLQJ��0RP!µ�0LNH\�SXW�GRZQ�KLV�

book and went downstairs. 

´0DNH�VXUH�WKHVH�DOO�JR�LQVLGH�WKH�

PDLOER[�µ�0RP�UHPLQGHG�KLP��7KHLU�VWUHHW�

had a blue mailbox on the corner just two blocks 

away. 

 ´,�ZLOO ��0RP�µ�+H�KHDGHG�GRZQ�WKH�VWUHHW��,W�ZDV�D�

OLWWOH�ZLQG\���:KHQ�KH�JRW�WR�(YDQ·V�GULYHZD\��KH�VDZ�

his friend bouncing a basketball.  Mikey put down the 

mail and started playing with his friend. 

Suddenly three envelopes flew by, caught by the 

wind. 

mailbox envelope Post Office 

mailman sidewalk policeman 
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´<LNHV�µ�0LNH\�DQG�(Yan scrambled to catch the 

letters. Mikey counted to make sure he had them all. 

Then he ran down to the mailbox and mailed them 

before he forgot again.  

7KH�QH[W�GD\��0RP�FDPH�LQWR�0LNH\·V�EHGURRP�  

´:RXOG�\RX�WDNH�WKLV�WR�0UV��6PLWK·V�KRXVH"µ�VKH�

DVNHG��KROGLQJ�XS�D�ELJ�\HOORZ�HQYHORSH��´,W·V�WKH�

money from the bake sale. I need you to go straight 

WKHUH�DQG�PDNH�VXUH�\RX�JLYH�LW�WR�0UV��6PLWK�µ  

Mikey felt grown-up as he marched down the 

sidewalk with the envelope under his arm. 

At the end of the block, his friend Emily came around 

the corner. She had a bouncy black puppy 

on a leash. 

´:H�KDYH�D�QHZ�GRJ�µ�(PLO\�

exclaimed. The cute little 

puppy jumped up against 

0LNH\·V�OHJV�� 
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´:RZ�µ�0LNH\�JLJJOHG�DV�WKH�IXUU\�OLWWOH�GRJ�QXGJHG�

KLP�ZLWK�LWV�QRVH��´,�WKLQN�KH�OLNHV�PH�µ  

´<HV��KH�GRHV�µ�(PLO\�DJUHHG��´'R�\RX�ZDQW�WR�ZDON�

KLP"µ 

´6XUH���0LNey was about to take the leash, when he 

VDZ�WKH�PDLOER[�XS�DKHDG��´2K��ZDLW��)LUVW��, �KDYH�WR�

PDLO�WKLV�IRU�P\�PRP�µ 

Mikey ran up to the mailbox, 

opened it, and tossed the 

yellow envelope inside.   

Just as he heard the envelope drop down inside, he 

remembeUHG�WKDW�WKH�\HOORZ�HQYHORSH�ZDVQ·W�PDLO���

I t was the money from the bake sale. He had thrown 

the money in the mailbox!  

Mikey tried to see into the mailbox, but it was 

completely dark. 

´:KDW·V�WKH�PDWWHU"µ��(PLO\�UDQ�XS��WKH�SXSS\�

barking at the excitement. 
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He told her his mistake, and her eyes opened wide.  

´0D\EH�\RX�FDQ�UHDFK�LW�µ�(PLO\�VXJJHVWHG��(PLO\�

held the mailbox door open while Mikey stood on his 

tiptoes and tried to reach into the mailbox as far as 

his arm would go. 

´:KDW·V�JRLQJ�RQ��NLGV"µ 

Mikey and Emily both turned around.  Two 

kids and an excited puppy stared up at a 

very tall policeman. The policeman 

ORRNHG�YHU\�VHULRXV���0LNH\�FRXOGQ·W�

help it. He started to cry.  

´,�PDLOHG�WKH�PRQH\�µ�KH�VREEHG��´,W�

ZDV�DQ�DFFLGHQW�µ  

After Mikey had sni ffled out the whole 

story, the officer walked Mikey home. 

Mom was surprised to see a policeman 

at the door.  
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Once Mom called the Post Office, things turned out 

well. A mailman came, found the yellow envelope 

DQG�JDYH�LW�EDFN�WR�0LNH\·V�PRP��  

´1H[W�WLPH�µ�0LNH\�SURPLVHG��´,·OO�ILQLVK�P\�MRE�EHIRUH�

,�VWRS�WR�SOD\�µ  
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Mikey Mails It  (exercises) 

1. True or False? 

_______   0LNH\�ZHQW�ULJKW�WR�-RVK·V�KRXVH�ZLWK�WKH�

yellow envelope. 

_______   Emily had a new brown and white 

puppy. 

_______   The policeman took Mikey to jail . 

_______   Money from the bake sale was in the 

yellow envelope. 

2. Circle the correct answers. 

When his mom gave Mikey the three envelopes: 

a. Mikey took them straight to the mailbox. 

b. (PLO\·V�QHZ�SXSS\�DWH�WKHP�  

c. Mikey put the envelopes down to play 

basketball. 
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Why did the policeman come? 

a.  The puppy was barking too loud. 

b.  The kids were trying to reach into the 

 mailbox. 

c.  He had a letter to mail. 

Mikey promised: 

a.  He would clean his room. 

b.  He would finish his job before he stopped to 

 play. 

c.  He would never mail another letter.  

3. Write 1 to 4 to put the events in order.  

_______   Mikey met Emily with her new puppy. 

_______   Mom called the Post Office. 

_______   Mikey started to cry. 

_______   Evan and Mikey scrambled after the 

envelopes. 
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The Blanket Drive 

0U��.HQW·V�VWXGHQWV�ZHUH�YHU\�FRQFHUQHG�DERXW�D�

hurricane that had just happened in Mexico. It had 

gotten very windy. The wind blew trees over and 

damaged houses. After the wind, there were heavy 

rains. Houses and streets were flooded. 

The class spoke about what it would be like in 

Mexico. They discussed how the houses, and all the 

things inside, would be ruinHG��$YD�VDLG��´3HRSOH�ZLOO�

QHHG�FORWKHV�µ 

´7KH\·OO�QHHG�QHZ�EODQNHWV�WR�NHHS�ZDUP ,µ�0HODQLH�

added.  

  

brilliant hurricane interviewer 
crew blankets television 
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´0\�VLVWHU�KDV�D�WRQ�RI�FORWKHV��:H�VKRXOG�VHQG�WKRVH�

WR�0H[LFR�µ�VDLG�%UHWW��WKLQNLQJ�RI�KRZ�XSVHW�KLV�VLVWHU�

would be to come home to an empty closet.  

´%UHWW��WKDW·V�EULO O LDQW�µ�VDLG�$YD�  

´,W�LV"µ�UHSOLHG�%UHWW��ZKR�GLGQ·W�WKLQN�KH�KDG�HYHU�

said anything bril l iant.  

´<HV��LW�LV�µ�H[FODLPHG�$YD�ZLWK�H[FLWHPHQW��´<RX , 

your sister, Melanie and I , and everyone else in the 

school, can bring in our extra clothes and blankets to 

send to Mexico. We all have lots of stuff, and now 

WKH\�QHHG�VRPH�RI�LW�µ  

´/HW·V�GR�LW�µ�0HODQLH�VDLG��´0\�PRP�KDV�D�ZKROH�

FORVHW�IXOO�RI�EODQNHWV��:H�GRQ·W�QHHG�WKDW�PDQ\�µ 
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The classroom was buzzing with chatter as the 

students talked to Mr. Kent about how they could 

collect clothes and blankets. Some kids were going 

to make signs that said: ´%ODQNHW�'ULYH�µ  Other kids 

were writing a newsletter. Everyone was going to ask 

their friends and relatives for old clothes and 

blankets. Brett was put in charge of stacking all the 

clothes and blankets in the gym. 

Everyone was excited, H[FHSW�%UHWW��´$P�,�JRLQJ�WR�

KDYH�WR�PLVV�UHFHVV�IRU�WKLV"µ�Brett said, groaning. 

´0D\EH�WKLV�LVQ·W�VXFK�D�

EULO O LDQW�LGHD�µ� 

All week long, students 

brought in clothes and 

blankets. News of the 

blanket drive spread, 

and people living all 

over the city brought in 

more clothes and blankets. Even Brett was impressed 

by how generous people were. 
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Everyone in town was talking about the Blanket Drive.  

The local television station sent a camera crew to the 

school. The reporter wanted to know whose idea this 

was. 

They found Brett in the gym. Behind him, thousands of 

blankets and pieces of clothing were stacked almost 

to the ceiling.   

The LQWHUYLHZHU�DVNHG�%UHWW��´7KLV�ZDV�D�EULO O LDQW�LGHD���

<RX�PXVW�EH�YHU\�SURXG�RI�\RXUVHOI�IRU�WKLQNLQJ�RI�LW�µ  

Brett looked at the mountain of clothes behind him 

DQG�WKHQ�ORRNHG�EDFN�DW�WKH�FDPHUD��´1R��LW�ZDVQ·W�

D�EULO O LDQW�LGHD�µ�%UHWW�VDLG�WKRXJKWIXOO\�  ´:H�KDG�D�ORW�

of stuff and those people in Mexico really needed 

VRPH�RI�LW��:H·UH�MXVW�WU\LQJ�WR�KHOS��,W·V�VLPSOH�µ  
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The Blanket Drive  (exercises) 

1. Write short answers to the questions.  

a. In what country was there a hurricane? 

 _____________________. 

b. What did the kids collect?  

 _____________________   and _____________________. 

c. Where did they store all the items they   

 collected? 

 _____________________. 

d. What was the name of the teacher? 

 _____________________. 

 

 

 



Level M Reader 
 

 
www.k5learning.com © K5 Learning 2020 48 

2. True (T) or False (F)? Circle the right answer. 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

3. Can you think of two other things the hurricane 

victims might need? 

 ______________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________ 

 

 

,W�GLGQ·W�UDLQ�GXULQJ�WKH�
hurricane. 

 T F 

Students thought the 
´%ODQNHW�'ULYHµ�ZDV�D�
brill iant idea. 

 T F 

People from all over the city 
made donations. 

 T F 

%UHWW·V�VLVWHU�GRQDWHG�DOO�WKH�
clothes. 

 T F 
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Read the short story.  Then answer each question. 
 
 

A Big White Hen 

There was once a big, white hen that had twelve 

little chickens. They were very small, and the old hen 

took good care of them. She found food for them in 

the daytime and at night kept them under her wings.  

One day, the old hen took her 

chickens down to a small brook. 

She thought some fresh air and 

the water would do them good. 

When they got to the brook, they 

walked on the bank a little while. It 

was very pretty on the other side of the brook, and 

the old hen thought she would take her chickens 

over there. 

There was a large stone in the brook; she thought it 

would be easy for them to jump to that stone and 

from it to the other side. 
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So she jumped to the stone and told the children to 

come after her. For the first time, she found that they 

would not obey her. 

She IODSSHG�KHU�ZLQJV��DQG�FULHG��´Come here, all of 

you! Jump upon this stone as I did. We can then jump 

to the othHU�VLGH��&RPH�QRZ�µ  

´O Mother��:H�FDQ
W��ZH�FDQ
W��ZH�FDQ
W�µ  said all 

the little chickens. 

´<HV�\RX�FDQ�LI�\RX�WU\�µ�VDLG�WKH�ROG�KHQ��´Just flap 

your wings aV�,�GLG��DQG�\RX�FDQ�MXPS�RYHU�µ  

´,�DP�IODSSLQJ�P\�ZLQJV�µ  said Chippy, who stood by 

KLPVHOI��´but I can't jump any better than I could 

EHIRUH�µ 

7KH�FKLFNHQV·�ZLQJV�ZHUH�VLPSO\�

too small to jump across.  
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Questions: 

1. How many chickens does the hen have? 

 ______________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________ 

2. What did the hen find in the brook? 

 ______________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________ 

3. How should the chickens try to jump? 

 ______________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________ 

4. :K\�GRQ·W�WKH�FKLFNHQV�REH\�WKH�KHQ"  

 ______________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________ 
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Read the passage.  Then answer each question. 
 
 

Ten Little Cookies 

Ten little cookies, brown and crisp and fine³ 

Grandma gave Baby one; then there were nine.  

Nine little cookies on a china plate³ 

Betty took a small one; then there were eight.  

Eight little cookies, nice and round and even³ 

The butcher boy ate one; then there were seven.  

Seven little cookies, much liked by chicks³ 

The old hen ate one, then there were six.  

Six little cookies, when 

grandma went to drive³ 

Betty had another one; then 

there were five. 

Five little cookies, placed too 

near the door³ 

The little doggie ate one; then 

there were four. 
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Four little cookies, brown as brown could be³ 

Grandma took one for herself, then there were three. 

Three little cookies³ when grandpa said,  

´,�WRR� wRXOG�OLNH�D�YHU\�OLWWOH�RQHµ��WKHQ�WKHUH�ZHUH�
two. 

Two little cookies³ fast did Betty run 

To give one to her mamma; then there was one.  

One little cookie³ and now our story is done. 

Baby Jane ate the last; then there was none.  
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Questions: 

1. How many cookies were left after the butcher 

boy ate one? 

 ______________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________ 

2. Who ate the cookie placed near the door? 

 ______________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________ 

3. What kind of cookie did Grandpa eat? 

 ______________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________ 

4. How many cookies did Betty eat in all? 

 ______________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________ 
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Read the short story.  Then answer each question. 
 
 

Moving On 

Several years went by, and the father of the Boone 

IDPLO\�FDOOHG�WKHP�WRJHWKHU��´3DFN�\RXU�WKLQJV�µ�KH�

WROG�WKHP��´We are leaving here. Boones never stay 

long in one place. Besides, our farm land is worn out. 

We can buy rich land cheap to the Southwest of 

KHUH��:H�ZLOO�VHWWOH�WKHUH�µ  

Sixteen-year-old Daniel was happy. ´,
P�JODG�ZH�DUH�

JRLQJ�µ�KH�VDLG��´ I feel crowded here. There are too 

mDQ\�KRXVHV�DQG�WRR�PDQ\�SHRSOH�µ  

Father prepared for the journey. He took out the big 

wagon and hitched two horses to it. Mother packed 

clothes, quilts, dishes, pots, pans and kettles. She 

would fix food for the family 

along the way. 

Daniel tied a cow 

behind the wagon. 
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The family said goodbye to the neighbors and to 

their old home and started on their way. Mother, the 

girls, and the little children rode in the wagon. Father 

and the boys rode the horses. Sometimes all of them 

walked to give the horses a rest.  

The Boones traveled across Pennsylvania. On and on 

they went toward the new country. At last the family 

came to the rolling, green Yadkin Valley in North 

Carolina. There were a few houses there already, but 

it was much wilder than in Pennsylvania. 

)DWKHU�VDLG��´This is good farming land. We will stop 

KHUH�µ 

Daniel looked all about 

him. There was level land 

close by. There were 

woods not far away. 

There were mountains in 

the West. Daniel knew the 

hunting would be good. 
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´,�O LNH�WKLV�SODFH�µ KH�VDLG��´7KHUH
V�SOHQW\�RI�URRP�

KHUH�µ 

Father and the boys jumped off the horses. Mother 

and the girls climbed down from the wagon. They fed 

the horses and the cow. They made a campfire. 

Father and the boys cut down trees and started to 

build a log house. Soon the Boones had a new home 

in the new land. 

The years went by. Daniel grew taller. His shoulders 

became wider. He was fair-haired, blue-eyed, lean 

and rugged. He hunted in the woods of the Yadkin 

Valley. The Boones' neighbors said that Daniel was 

the best shot for miles around. Daniel Boone had 

grown into a man.  
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Questions: 

1. How old was Daniel Boone when they moved? 

 ______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

2. Why did the family need to move? 

 ______________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________ 

3. :K\�GLGQ·W�WKH\�DOZD\V�ULGH�WKH�KRUVHV"  

 ______________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________ 

4. In which state does the family Boone make their 

new home? 

 ______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________  
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Read the short story.  Then answer each question. 
 
 

The Coat 

´'R�QRW�JR�RXWVLGH�ZLWKRXW�\RXU�ZDUP�FRDW��7RP��,W�LV�

very cold, and the snow lies thick on the ground.  If 

you do, then you will catch cold, and you will be 

VLFN�µ 

´,�IHHO�TXLWH�ZDUP��,�GRQ·W�QHHG�WR�

ZHDU�D�ZDUP�FRDW�µ  

´<HV��\RX�GR��,Q�KHUH�ZH�KDYH�

a large fire. Outside there is 

no fire to keep you warm, 

and the cold wind blows. If 

you have no warm coat on, 

you will feel co OG�µ 

However, Tom thought he knew best, so he went 

outside with no coat on. Tom caught a bad cold and 

cough.  He was in bed quite sick.  
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Jack, Will and Tom were supposed to play on the 

frozen pond the next day, but now Tom was too sick 

to go. When he was in bed, Tom thought how sil ly he 

had been. He would try to do all that he was told 

when he got well. 
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Questions: 

1. What was the weather like outside? 

 ______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

2. :K\�GRHVQ·W�7RP�WKLQN�KH�QHHGV�D�FRDW? 

 ______________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________ 

3. What happened when Tom went out without a 

coat? 

 ______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

4. Why did Tom think he had been sil ly? 

 ______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________  
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Read the short story.  Then answer each question. 
 
 

In Search of Flowers 

A little girl went in search of flowers for her mother. It 

was early in the day, and the grass was wet. Sweet 

little birds were singing all around her.  

What do you think she found besides 

flowers? She found a nest with young 

birds in it. 

While she was looking at them, 

she heard the mother bird chirp 

DV�LI�WR�VD\��´Do not touch my 

children, little girl, for I love 

WKHP�GHDUO\�µ 

The little girl thought how dearly her own mother 

loved her. 

So she left the birds. Then picking some flowers, she 

went home, and she told her mother what she had 

seen and heard. 
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Questions: 

1. What time of day is the girl looking for flowers? 

 ______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

2. What does she find? 

 ______________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________ 

3. What does the mother bird say to the girl? 

 ______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

4. Why does the girl leave the nest alone? 

 ______________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________  
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Read the short story.  Then answer each question. 
 
 

Here is a Nest 

´/RRN��1HG��KHUH�LV�D�QHVW��,W�LV�PDGH�IURP�KD\��DQG�

WKH�ROG�KHQ�LV�LQ�LW�µ  

´3XW�\RXU�KDQG�LQWR�WKH�QHVW��

0DU\�µ 

´2K�no, the hen will not let 

me! The hen is protecting 

VRPHWKLQJ�µ 

´0DU\��,�ZLOO�KROG�RQWR�

KHU�µ 

´:HOO��1HG��LI�\RX�FDQ�KROG�KHU��,�ZLOO�SXW�P\�KDQG�

LQWR�WKH�QHVW�µ�VDLG�0DU\�DV�VKH�PRYHG�KHU�KDQG�

WRZDUGV�WKH�QHVW���´2K�1HG��WKHUH�DUH�VRPH�OLWWOH�

chicks under WKH�KHQ�µ 

´$UH�WKHUH"µ�DVNHG�1HG���  
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´7DNH�KHU�RXW�RI�WKH�QHVW�VR�ZH�FDQ�VHH�WKHP�µ  

Ned lifted the hen out of the nest.  The children could 

see the chicks. There were six of them. 

´2K��WKH�GHDU�OLWWOH�FKLFNV��+RZ�SUHWW\�WKH\�DUH�µ�VDLG�

1HG���´6KRXOG�ZH�KHOS�WKH�KHQ�WR�IHHG�WKHP��0DU\"µ  

´<HV��,�ZLOO�UXQ�DQG�JHW�VRPH�IRRG�DQG�JLYH�WKHP�

VRPH�ZDWHU�µ�VKRXWHG�0DU\�DV�VKH�UDQ�WRZDUGV�KHU�

house. 

 

  

https://www.k5learning.com/
http://www.k5learning.com/reading-comprehension-worksheets


                                              
 
Grade 2 Reading Comprehension Worksheet 
 

 
Reading and Math for K-5  ©   www.k5learning.com 
 

Questions: 

1. What is the nest made of? 

 ______________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________ 

2. How many chicks are in the nest? 

 ______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

3. What will the children do for the little chicks? 

 ______________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________ 

4. :K\�ZRQ·W�WKH�KHQ�OHW�0DU\�SXW�KHU�KDQG�LQ�WKH�

nest? 

 ______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________  
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Read the short story.  Then answer each question. 
 
 

Hide and Seek 

´&RPH�ER\V��ZKDW�VKDOO�ZH�GR"�/HW·V�SOD\�KLGH�DQG�

VHHN�µ�VXJJHVWHG�)UHG�  

´2K�\HV��7KDW�ZLOO�EH�IXQ�IRU�DOO�RI�XV��:KR�will shut his 

H\HV"�)UHG��ZLOO�\RX�VKXW�\RXU�H\HV"µ�DVNHG�5R\�  

´<HV��I·OO�VKXW�P\�H\HV�ZKLOH�\RX�DOO�JR�DQG�KLGH�µ�

replied Fred. Then Fred stood by the tree and shut his 

eyes, and the other boys ran off to hide. Pretty soon 

)UHG�VKRXWHG��´Boys, are you al l hidden? Well, here I 

go��2QH��WZR��WKUHH��KHUH�,�FRPH�µ  

Fred started to look for the 

hidden boys.  He spotted 

Andrew hiding in a box. 

´+D��,�IRXQG�\RX��

Andrew. You are in that 

ER[�µ�VKRXWHG�)UHG�  
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7KHQ�)UHG�VDLG�WR�5R\��´,�IRXQG�\RX��5R\��<RX�DUH�

under thH�VRID�µ 

Fred could not find Frank. Fred kept looking and then 

VDZ�)UDQN�EHKLQG�WKH�FXUWDLQ���´2K�WKHUH�KH�LV��,�

found you, Frank.  Come out from behind the curtain. 

,�VHH�\RXU�EODFN�VKRHV�µ�VKRXWHG�)UHG�  

1RZ�LW�ZDV�$QGUHZ·V�WXUQ�WR�VWDQG�E\�WKH�GRRU�DQG�

shut his eyes while the other boys hid.  
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Questions: 

1. Who is the first person to close his eyes and seek? 

 _____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

2. Where was Roy hiding? 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

3. What is Frank wearing that others can see? 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

4. How many boys are playing the game all 

together? 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________  
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Read the short story.  Then answer each question. 
 
 

Pretty Fish 

´/RRN��PRP��6HH�ZKDW�D�SUHWW\�ILVK��,W�LV�D�OLWWOH�WURXW�µ�

said John to his mother. 

-RKQ·V�PRWKHU�DVNHG��´:KHUH�GLG�\RX�JHW�LW��-RKQ"µ 

´)UDQN�FDXJKW�LW�LQ�WKH�EURRN��,�ZHQW�WR�WKH�EURRN�WR�

splash in the water and I saw this l ittle fish. Then I told 

Frank about the fish, and he ran to get his fishing rod. 

He put the rod into the water and caught the fish, 

and I put it into this 

EXFNHW�µ 

´:HOO��ZKDW�ZLOO�\RX�

GR�ZLWK�LW"µ�DVNHG�

-RKQ·V�PRWKHU� 

´,�ZLOO�NHHS�LW��PRP�µ�

replied John. 
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´%XW��P\�ER\��LW�ZLOO�QRW�OLYH�LQ�WKDW�EXFNHW��<RX�VKRXOG�

SXW�LW�EDFN�LQWR�WKH�EURRN�µ�UHSOLHG�KLV�PRWKHU�  

-RKQ�IURZQHG��´,�ZLVK�,�FRXOG�NHHS�LW��,W� is so pretty! 

0D\�,�SXW�LW�LQWR�WKH�SRQG"µ  

´1R��-RKQ�µ�VDLG�KLV�0RP��´<RX�PXVW�SXW�LW�LQWR�WKH�

brook. A trout will not live in the warm pond. The trout 

QHHGV�WR�JR�EDFN�WR�LWV�KRPH��WKH�FOHDU��FROG�EURRN�µ  
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Questions: 

1. What kind of fish did John find? 

 ______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

2. How did Frank catch the fish? 

 ______________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________ 

3. :K\�FDQ·W�WKH�ILVK�OLYH�LQ�WKH�SRQG"  

 ______________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________ 

4. What do you think will happen next in the story? 

 ______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________  
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