


Inference is
 s

uch a tricky s
kill to m

aster, b
u

t  thes
e 24 cards

 can help
! Us

e 
them

 orally in s
m

all groups, or indiv
id

ually as
 a w

riting as
s

ignm
ent at a 

literacy center. Another option is
 to us

e one card at a tim
e w

ith the entire 
clas

s. Students
 can ans

w
er on noteb

ook pap
er and track the cards

 they 
have com

p
leted on the included recording s

heet. Alternatively, student 
ans

w
er s

heets
 are p

rov
ided

. An ans
w

er key is
 als

o included
. In addition 

there is
 an inference p

oster, a cover/lab
el card

, and a challenge card that 
can b

e us
ed w

ith any other card in the s
et to extend the activ

ity. 
 Thes

e cards
 w

ill look b
est in color, b

u
t w

ill als
o p

rint ou
t fine in grays

cale. 
Sim

p
ly p

rint and cu
t along the guidelines. Lam

inate and us
e them

 again 
and again. Alternatively, you could p

rint on cardstock. It w
orks

 w
ell to 

keep
 them

 in a baggie. Another option is
 to hole-p

u
nch a corner of each 

card and p
ut them

 all on a ring. 

Thes
e cards

 are correlated w
ith the follow

ing Com
m

on Core Stand
ard for 

grades
 4, 5, and 6. 

 C
CSS.ELA-Literacy.R

L.4.1 R
efer to details and exam

ples in a text w
hen explaining 

w
hat the text says explicitly and w

hen draw
ing inferences from

 the text.
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G
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Text: 
Ana collected s

hells. Then 
s

he w
ent for a s

w
im

 in 
the cool, s

alty w
ater. 

Inference
:  

Ana is
 at the  

ocean. 
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Use the CLUES in the text to 
discover what is N

OT directly stated 



Splat! "Oh, rats!" thought Katie 
as she stooped to clean up the mess. "I hope 
we have another one." She looked in the 
fridge and pulled out the carton. One left! 
Breakfast wasn't ruined after all. 

What did Katie clean up? 

How do you know? 

The scout leader looked at the sky 
and muttered something under his 
breath. Then he looked at the map. "Let's get 
moving." he called to the group of tired boys. 
"The faster the better." 

What do you think the 
scout leader was feeling? 

Why do you think so? 

It was 8:30 on Thursday night. 
Emily stared at the large, empty poster board 
on her bed. Then she looked at the stack of 
books about Abraham Lincoln on her desk. 
Emily began to cry. 

Why do you think Emily 
was crying? 

What makes you think so? 

"Ouch!" Lucy had fallen again! 
She shivered and picked herself back up. Then 
she spotted her older sister Sarah, gliding 
backwards. She was so graceful. Sarah made 
everything look so easy. 

What is Lucy doing? 

How do you know? 

4 3 

2 
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M
icah hid b

ehind the b
us

hes. 
Soon, a group

 of older b
oys

 
w

alked b
y talking and lau

ghing. 
M

icah's
 heart w

as
 b

eating fast. H
e 

tried not to m
ake any nois

e. M
icah 

w
aited u

ntil he could not hear the b
oys

 
anym

ore. Then he p
icked up

 his
 b

ooks
 

and w
alked hom

e. 

W
hy was M

icah hiding?  

W
hat m

akes you think so? 

Jenna w
ent up

stairs
 and q

uietly 
p

eeked into a d
ark room

. She 
listened for a m

om
ent, and then w

ent 
back dow

nstairs. She w
as

hed the 
dinner dis

hes
 and then s

he studied for 
an Algeb

ra test u
ntil M

r. and M
rs. Ols

on 
got hom

e. 

W
hy did Jenna go 

upstairs?  
 W
hat m

akes you think so? 

Ana and Sop
hie s

at in their 
chairs

 staring straight ahead for 
nearly tw

o hours. They did not talk or 
hardly even m

ove, b
u

t they w
ere not 

b
ored at all. 

W
here were Ana and 

Sophie?  
 W
hat m

akes you think so? 

Derek ran up
 the court, "I'm

 
op

en!" he yelled tow
ard the b

oy 
w

ith the ball. The b
oy pas

s
ed the ball 

to Derek and he m
ade his

 s
hot! The 

crow
d cheered as

 tw
o m

ore p
oints

 
w

ere ad
ded to the s

coreb
oard

. 

W
hat gam

e was Derek 
playing? 

How do you know? 

8 
7 

6 
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It w
as

 M
ay 10th. Jas

on s
hu

t       
the d

oor to his
 b

edroom
. Then he 

found the p
res

ent he had hid
den in the 

back of his
 clos

et. H
e w

rapp
ed it  

carefully in p
ink pap

er. "Only three d
ays

 
u

ntil Sund
ay!" H

e thou
ght. 

W
ho will Jason give his 

present to? 

W
hy do you think so? 

Cod
y knew

 he w
as

 in big 
trouble. H

e looked glum
ly at the 

m
ath test on the des

k in front of him
. 

The d
oor op

ened and M
r. Anders

 cam
e 

into the office. "I've called you
r parents

 
and they are on their w

ay" he s
aid

. 

W
hy is Cody in trouble? 

 W
hat m

akes you think 
so? 

M
om

 lit three candles. "There, 
that's

 b
etter." s

he s
aid

. Claire               
turned off her flas

hlight. The hous
e 

w
as

 q
uiet except for the s

ound of 
the w

ind blow
ing throu

gh the trees
 

ou
ts

ide. 

W
hy did M

om
 light 

candles? 

W
hat m

akes you think so? 

Sas
ha handed the b

ook to the 
lib

rarian. The lib
rarian op

ened 
the book and fou

nd crayon 
s

crib
bles

 on alm
ost every page. "I'm

 
really s

orry," s
aid Sas

ha
. "I s

hould have 
kept the book in m

y room
." 

W
hat happened to Sasha's 

library book? 

W
hy do you think so? 

12
 

11 

10 
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Sus
ie looked d

ow
n at her 

b
eau

tiful dres
s. She looked like a 

p
rinces

s
! The m

us
ic started to p

lay. 
She held the flow

ers
 tightly and 

started to w
alk s

low
ly tow

ards
 the 

front. Everyone s
m

iled as
 s

he w
alked 

b
y. 

W
here is Susie? 

W
hy do you think so? 

The bus
 w

as
 full of children. 

Everyone w
as

 laughing and 
talking. Ben s

cratched a m
os

q
uito b

ite 
on his

 leg. It had b
een a fu

n w
eek, b

u
t 

he w
as

 glad that tonight he w
ould b

e 
s

leep
ing in his

 ow
n b

ed instead of in a 
s

leep
ing bag. 

W
here was the bus 

com
ing from

? 

How do you know? 

Carlos
 looked d

ow
n at the 

p
eople far below

. It w
as

 a little s
cary  

to b
e s

o high, b
u

t he knew
 he w

as
 

s
afe. The s

un felt hot. Carlos
 decided 

to b
u

y a s
now

 cone w
hen he w

as
 on 

the grou
nd again. 

W
here is Carlos? 

How do you know? 

People kept com
ing over to 

v
is

it R
achel's

 fam
ily. They 

b
rou

ght food and gifts. M
any of the 

v
is

itors
 as

ked R
achel how

 s
he liked 

b
eing a big s

ister. 

W
hy were so m

any people 
com

ing to visit Rachel's 
fam

ily? 

W
hat m

akes you thinks so? 

16 
15 

14 
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Alex ran all the w
ay hom

e from
 

s
chool. "M

om
!" he s

hou
ted as

 
s

oon as
 he op

ened the d
oor, "Look!" H

e 
handed his

 m
other s

om
e pap

ers. "You 
w

ere right, all that stud
ying really did 

pay off!" he s
aid excitedly. 

W
h
a
t 
w
a
s
 
o
n
 
th

e
 
p
a
p
e
r
s
?
 

 W
h
a
t 
m

a
k
e
s
 
y
o
u
 
th

in
k
 
s
o
?
 

Cara tried not to fid
get in her    

new
 dres

s. There w
ere at least      

a hu
ndred p

eople in the audience. 
W

hat if s
he m

es
s

ed up
? She heard 

her nam
e and for a m

om
ent, s

he 
could not m

ove. The girl next to her 
gave her a gentle p

us
h and s

he 
w

alked onto the stage                    
and tow

ard the p
iano. 

W
h
a
t 
w
a
s
 
C
a
r
a
 
f
e
e
lin

g
?
 

W
h
a
t 
m

a
k
e
s
 
y
o
u
 
th

in
k
 
s
o
?
 

W
hen Ethan w

oke up, the room
 

w
as

 b
right w

ith s
u

nlight. H
e 

looked at the clock and leapt ou
t of 

b
ed

. H
e threw

 on his
 clothes, grab

bed 
his

 backpack, and ran ou
t the d

oor 
w

ithou
t eating b

reakfast. 

W
h
y
 
w
a
s
 
E
th

a
n
 
in
 
s
u
c
h
 

a
 
h
u
r
r
y
?
 

H
o
w
 
d
o
 
y
o
u
 
k
n
o
w
?
 

"Can I play the w
inner in the  

next gam
e?" M

aya as
ked

. "Sure," 
Lydia rep

lied
. "b

u
t you w

ill p
robably 

b
e p

laying Em
m

a
. She has

 four 
kings

 and I only have one." 
 W

h
a
t 
g
a
m

e
 
a
r
e
 
L
y
d
ia
 

a
n
d
 
E
m

m
a
 
p
la
y
in
g
?
 

W
h
a
t 
m

a
k
e
s
 
y
o
u
 
th

in
k
 

s
o
?
 

2
0
 

19
 

18
 

Inference Task Cards created by R
achel Lynette Copyright ©

2012-2106    all rights reserved                                                                            w
w

w
.rachel-lynette.com

 

17
 



M
r. Jones

 stood on his
 front 

p
orch w

atching the boys
 ru

n 
aw

ay dow
n the street. H

e w
alked s

low
ly 

to the s
idew

alk and p
icked up

 the bat 
that w

as
 laying there. Then he looked at 

the b
roken w

ind
ow

 on his
 hous

e and 
s

ighed
. 

W
hy were the boys 

running away? 

How do you know? 

M
aria w

oke up
 in the m

id
dle of  

the night. She had to go to the 
bathroom

. The room
 w

as
 s

o d
ark. 

The hous
e w

as
 s

o q
uiet. M

aria w
is

hed 
that s

he still s
hared her room

 w
ith her 

b
ig s

ister Laura
, b

u
t Laura had m

oved 
into her ow

n room
 a few

 days
 

ago .M
aria  did not m

ove. 

W
hy didn't M

aria go 
to the bathroom

? 
W
hat m

akes you think so? 

Dad and Krystal w
ere finis

hing 
up

 a p
roject in the garage 

together. "Can w
e paint the 

roof red?" as
ked Krystal. 

"Sure," s
aid Dad

, "Then w
hen the paint 

dries
 w

e can find a p
lace to hang it in 

the back yard
." 

W
hat do you think Dad 

and Krystal are m
aking? 

W
hy do you think so? 

Kim
 turned off the lights

 and 
everyone fou

nd a p
lace to hide. N

icky 
hid under the table w

here everyone 
had p

u
t their p

res
ents. H

e p
eeked ou

t 
and s

aw
 the front d

oor starting to 
op

en. 

W
hat will happen next? 

W
hy do you think so? 

2
4 

2
3 

2
2
 

Inference Task Cards created by R
achel Lynette Copyright ©

2012-2106    all rights reserved                                                                            w
w

w
.rachel-lynette.com

 

2
1 



N
am

e                                       Date                                       
 Us

e this
 chart to keep

 track of the Inference Tas
k 

Cards
 that you have com

p
leted

. Rem
em

b
er to h

ave 
your teacher initial or stam

p
 the ✔

!colum
n. 

W
hen you infer, you com

bine w
hat 

you alread
y know

 w
ith clues

 you 
find in the text. 
 W

hat did inform
ation 

did you alread
y know

 
that help

ed you to  
infer the m

eaning in  
the text? 

Card 
# 

Date 
Com

p
leted 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Card 
# 

Date 
Com

p
leted 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

✔
✔

Set  
1  

Challenge Card 
!



N
am

e 
                      Date 

                                                    
 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 
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N
am

e 
                      Date 

                                                    
 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 
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This
 ans

w
er key is

 for the first q
uestion on each card

, not the justification q
uestions. In s

om
e cas

es, an 
alternative ans

w
er m

ay b
e acceptable as

 long as
 the ans

w
er is

 p
laus

ible and the student can justify it. 

1 
Katie cleaned up

 a broken egg. 

2 
The s

cout leader w
as

 feeling w
orried 

becaus
e he thought a s

torm
 w

as
 

com
ing. 

3 
Em

ily had not s
tarted a s

chool p
roject 

that w
as

 due the next day. 

4 
Lucy w

as
 learning to ice s

kate. 

5 
M

icah w
as

 afraid of the older boys
. 

6 
Jenna w

ent up
s

tairs
 to check on the child 

s
he w

as
 babys

itting. 

7 
Ana and Sop

hie w
ere at the m

ov
ies

. 

8 
Derek w

as
 p

laying bas
ketball. 

9 
Jas

on w
ill giv

e the p
res

ent to his
 m

other 
for M

other's
 Day. 

10 
Cody is

 in trouble becaus
e he cheated on his

 
m

ath tes
t. 

11 
The w

ind s
torm

 m
ade the p

ow
er go out. 

12 
Sas

ha's
 younger brother or s

is
ter 

s
cribbled in the library book. 

13 
Sus

ie is
 the flow

er girl at a w
edding. 

14 
The bus

 is
 com

ing from
 s

um
m

er cam
p

. 

15 
Carlos

 w
as

 on the Ferris
 W

heel at 
an am

us
em

ent p
ark or fair. 

16 
P

eop
le are com

ing to v
is

it becaus
e R

achel's
 

m
other has

 had a baby. 

17 
The p

ap
ers

 w
ere a tes

t w
ith a good grade. 

18 
Cara w

as
 feeling s

cared and nerv
ous

 
about her p

iano recital. 

19 
Ethan w

as
 in a hurry becaus

e he 
had ov

ers
lep

t and w
as

 late for 
s

chool. 

20 
Lydia and Em

m
a are p

laying checkers
. 

21 
The boys

 w
ere running aw

ay becaus
e 

they had hit a ball through the w
indow

. 

22 
M

aria did not go to the bathroom
 

becaus
e s

he w
as

 frightened. 

23 
Dad and Krys

tal are m
aking a birdhous

e. 

24 
Ev

eryone w
ill jum

p
 out and yell "Surp

ris
e!" 

becaus
e they are at a s

urp
ris

e p
arty. 
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